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By  Skip  Rhodes 

(A  man  who  has  nothing  he  cares  about  more 
than  his  personal  safety;  is  a  miserable  creatu- 
re who  has  no  chance  at  being  free,  unless 
made  and  kept  so  by  exertions  of  better 
men  than  himself.   (John  Stuart  Mill)) 

There  is  a  new  willingness  by  our  Nation 
to  look  at  the  problems  the  Viet  Nam  veteran 
faced  on  his  return  home.  Today  in  Montana, 
Memorials  are  being  erected  to  acknowledge 
the  young  men  and  women  who  served  in 
Viet  Nam.  (Some  three  hundred  will  never 
return)  The  price  they  paid  for  us  all,  shall 
not  be   forgotten. 

The  veterans  of  Viet  Nam  have  met 
many  obstacles  since  their  return  home.  Their 
problems  have  gone  unanswered  by  their  Gove- 
rnment. The  veterans  are  finding  out,  that 
unlike  predessors  of  previous  wars,  the  G.I. 
Bill,  that  afforded  means  to  fit  into  a  peacet- 
ime society  is  nonexistant.  Due  to  budget 
cuts  and  lack  of  empathy  by  our  lawmakers, 
veterans  of  Viet  Nam  have  been  forced  to 
labor  under  many  burdens  that  should  not 
have  existed,  had  our  country  provided  some 
solution,  as  in  the  case  of  other  veterans 
in  our  history. 

The  men  and  women  who  served  in 
South  East  Asia,  missed  the  planning  stages 
of  life.  They  were  from  Low  to  Middle  class 
backgrounds,  and  believed  that  our  country, 
in  its  zeal  to  provide  freedom  to  the  worlds 
unfortunates,  would  not  forget  the  costs  of 
committing  them  to  further  this  cause.  Viet 
Nam  was  an  unpopular  war  and  from  the 
onset    the    men    and    women    who    did    volunteer 


met  a  wall  of  resistance.  They  were  uncertain 
of  themselves  and  the  cause  they  were  defend- 
ing. The  feelings  grew  as  they  progressed 
through  military  training,  until  they  were 
sent  to  the  jungles. 

Upon  arriving  there,  they  faced  an  additi- 
onal dilemma.  The  civilian  population  resented 
U.S.  participation,  and  it  was  difficult  to 
determine  who  the  hell  the  enemy  was.  One 
day  a  Vietnamese  might  be  cutting  your  hair, 
the  next  day  you  were  shooting  him  during 
an  ambush.  The  reports  from  home  were 
not  great,  you  became  totally  alienated.  Drugs 
and  alcohol  helped  you  escape  the  uncertainti- 
es of  such  an  existance.  Operating  on  a  level 
of  instability  created  problems  with  carrying 
out  your  orders.  It  also  created  a  situation 
of  questioning  the  rights  and  wrongs  of  your 
orders.  A  soldier  soon  learned  that  to  avoid 
the  wrath  of  his  superiors,  he  had  to  follow 
those  orders.  This  often  caused  a  break  down 
of  sense  of  morality,  he  had  prior  to  being 
assigned  to  Viet  Nam. 

Today  in  America  the  realities  of  Viet 
Nam  after  twenty-plus-years  are  finding  public 
attention,  the  situations  involving  children, 
and  the  guilts  that  were  created  in  the  minds 
of  the  young  men  place  in  those  situations 
are  for  the  first  time  seen  on  big  screen. 
The  soldiers  who  lived  through  these  episodes 
can  tell  you  about  the  sleepless  nights,  reliving 
these  events,  of  the  use  of  drugs  and  alcohol 
to  render  them  senseless,  and  waking  up 
screaming  and  wringing  wet.  Their  wives 
and  children  can  tell  you  about  the  inability 
of  their  husbands  and  fathers  to  share  affecti- 
ons that  their  friends  posses  in  their  families. 
The    disfunction    of   these    families   are   recorded 
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in     triplicate     through     the     high     suicide     rate 
of     the     Viet     Nam     veteran,     as     well     as     the 
courts  that  are  forced  to  deal   with  the  disfun- 
ctions in  a  criminal  sense. 

To  date  there  are  no  safeguards  for 
the  veteran  of  Viet  Nam  in  our  Justice  Syste- 
m.  They  are  often  misdiagnosed  as  criminals 
and  spend  years  in  prison,  with  little  or  no 
help  to  deal  with  the  problems  that  were 
sealed  in  a  far  away  land.  The  system  that 
promised  to  see  their  needs  prior  to  service, 
cannot  fairly  intervene  and  they  often  deny 
the  existence  of  the  problems.  They  find 
ways  to  prevent  the  veteran  from  obtaining 
treatment  to  over  come  his  problems.  With 
the  V.A.  being  what  it  is,  (another  bureaucrac- 
y),  and  their  unwillingness  to  adequately  deal 
with  the  problems  of  the  Viet  Nam  veteran. 
Many  programs  that  could  be  applied  to  the 
incarcerated  veteran  is  circumvented  through 
its  branches  until  it  is  impossible  to  get 
through  the  red  tape.  For  example,  the  existing 
Vet's  centers.  The  V.A.  provides  52  million 
dollars  annually  to  these  storefront  clinics, 
however  they  have  a  clause  in  their  Charter 
which  allows  them  to  choose  not  to  come 
into  a  prison,  which  effectively  eliminates 
1/3  of  all  Viet  Nam  veterans  from  recieving 
treatment  through  their  organizations.  This 
problem  goes  deeper  as  a  veteran  who  is 
imprisoned,  isn't  able  to  obtain  treatment 
for  wounds  recieved  in  the  service  of  his 
country.  He  is  able  to  obtain  only  limited 
compensation  for  his  wounds,  while  he  is 
incarcerated.  The  incarcerated  veteran  has 
absolutely  no  voice  in  protecting  himself 
from  these  denials,  he  cannot  legally  vote 
his  opinions  and  is  quickly  the  target  of  such 
legislation.  While  in  prison  the  veteran  is 
basically  denied  all  benefits  derived  from 
his  service,  and  his  requests  for  treatment 
generally  falls  on  deaf  ears.  Somehow  the 
freedoms  he  once  fought  to  perserve  for 
others  seems  distant  and  unobtainable  to 
him  now.  It  isn't  just  enough  to  say  we  are 
a  great  nation,  unless  as  such  we  are  willing 
to  keep  our  committments  to  those  who  served 
in  its  time  of  need.  The  promises  you,  as 
a  nation  made  to  these  young  men  were 
not  dependent  on  behaviors  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  later,  but  rather  were  made  on  his 
willingness  to  protect  your  interests  at  the 
time  you  needed  them  protected.  It's  difficult 
to  imagine  you  now  depriving  these  men 
the  right  to  use  the  benefits  promised  after 
he  has  completed  the  tasks  you  as  a  Nation 
required  of  him. 


XXXXT1 


(Gerald  Ford,  when  he  was  President  of  our 
country,  asked  the  American  public  to  put 
Viet  Nam  behind  them  and  forget  it.  I  can 
think  of  no  Presidential  injunction  that  has 
been  more  effective.  As  a  Viet  Nam  veteran 
myself,  I  believe  its  both  healthful  and  necess- 
ary to  put  the  bitterness  and  disention  of 
the  war  years  behind  us.  But  to  forget  Viet 
Nam,  its  troubled  veterans,  and  their  families 
would  be  unforgivable.  (Jim  Goodwin,  Psy.D., 
from  continuing  Adjustment  Problems  of  the 
Viet  Nam  Veteran.)  ) 
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BY  JHKl^Y  NLKELL 


In  recent  years  the  Viet  Nan  Veteran 
is  finally  gaining  the  recognition  he 
so  justly  deserves.  There  have  been  comin- 
g-home parades  around  the  state  and  more 
recently,  a  great  deal  of  promotion  has 
been  toward  asking  for  donations  for 
various  caimunity  Veterans  Parks  and 
Viet  Nam  Veteran  Memorials. 

These  efforts  are  all  well  and  good 
and  we,  the  veterans  at  Vbntana  State 
Prison,  applaud  them.  But  at  the  same 
time  we  ask  not  to  be  forgotten. 

Nationally,  one-third  of  the  prison 
population  are  Viet  Nan  Era  Veterans. 
This  statistic  is  reflected  at  "vbntana 
State  Prison  as,  according  to  the  Departm- 
ent of  Institutions  records,  three  hundred 
and  twenty-five  of  the  inmates  are  vetera- 
ns. This  last  statistic  would  indica- 
te that  we  veterans  have  problems,  many 
attributable  to  military  service,  that 
are  largely  ignored  by  society  as  a  whole. 

Here  at  Vbntana  State  Prison,  a 
Veterans  Group  was  formed  in  October 
of  1984  and  has  been  operating  under 
a  charter  since  I986«  Thus  far  it  has 
been  totally  self-supporting;  raising 
its  operating  capital  through  food  sales 
and  raffles.  Staff  sponsorship  is  provid- 
ed by  Ed  Clark  of  the  Food  Service  Depart- 
ment, staff  counselors  Dave  Sonjo  and 
Lee  Blazer,  and  by  Steve  Whitney,  the 
Vbntana  State  Prison  career  counselo- 
r. 

In  the  past,  our  group  has  had  the 
benefit  of  the  involvement  of  organizatio- 
ns outside  the  prison  such  as  the  Vets' 
Center  of  Missoula,  Trip-Wire  of  Butte, 
and  the  AFL-CIO  which  sponsored  Project 
Chal lenge  Work  last  year.  Continued  outsi- 
de support  is  provided  by  Frank  Kankelborg 
of  the  Montana  Department  of  Military 
Affairs  in  helping  us  file  for  Veterans 
benef i  ts. 

While  all  of  the  above  mentioned 
sponsors  and  support  agencies  provide 
us  with  much  input  and  guidance,  there 
are  other  areas  in  which  we  need  assistan- 
ce. Among  these  are  the  need  of  interacti- 
on with  the  various  Veteran  organizat- 
ions outside  of  the  prison,  employment 
support  for  the  paroling  veteran,  and 
above  all,  recognition  that  we  are  apprec- 
iated for  our  past  service  to  our  country. 

Parades  and  memorials  are  appreciated 
by  all  veterans,  including  those  at  Monta- 


na State  Prison.  They  have  a  lasting 
significance  for  all  of  society.  But 
of  even  greater  importance  is  the  continu- 
ed support  that  society  shows  its  veteran- 
s. 

Please  do  not  forget  the  veterans  at 
Montana  State  Prison. 


BY  SKIP  RHODES 

August  and  September  have  been  a 
couple  of  busy  months  for  the  veterans 
at  the  Montana  State  Prison  in  Deer  Lodge. 
The  incarcerated  veterans  in  Montana  are 
learning,  just  hovv  capable  they  could  be 
in  our  society  with  a  little  refinement  such 
as  vocational  training  and  communication 
skills.  Through  Vocational  Interest  Testing, 
the  prisons  Career  Counselor,  Mr.  Steve 
Whitney,  who  is  a  fellow  veteran,  has  opened 
the  door  to  the  incarcerated  veterans  at 
the  prison  in  seeing  the  need  to  make  certain 
productive  observations  about  what  they 
.vant  to  do  with  their  futures.  Mr.  Whitney 
is  familiar  with  many  of  the  problems  Viet 
Nam  era  veterans  have  faced  since  their 
seperation  from  active  military  service, 
and  has  added  a  very  needed  spark  to  the 
veterans  program  at  the  prison. 

Mr.  Whitney's  interest  however,  doesn't 
stop  tfith  the  tests  he  gives  to  see  how 
the     veteran    stacks     up     to    people     who    are 
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gainfully     employed     in     occupations     on     the 
outside. 

He  believes  that  the  veterans  within 
the  prison  have  shown  that  they  have  for 
the  most  part  some  very  serious  problems 
that  led  them  to  prison  to  begin  with,  and 
in  order  for  the  veterans  to  be  returned 
to  society  as  productive  citizens  these  probl- 
ems must  first  be  addressed  by  the  veteran 
himself:  i.e.  thinking  errors,  P.T.S.D.  issues, 
as  well  as  drug  and  alcohol  problems.  Once 
these  problems  are  realized  by  the  individual 
veteran,  the  road  to  recovery  can  be  short 
and  productive. 

Unlike  many  professionals  who  are 
presently  working  with  veterans  across  the 
nation,  Mr.  Whitney  has  some  very  new 
and  interesting  concepts  in  addressing  the 
Viet  Nam  veterans  problems.  A  good  example 
of  Mr.  Whitneys  devotion  to  this  cause  is 
the  proposal  recently  submitted  to  Congressm- 
an Pat  Williams  (Whom  himself  is  a  producti- 
ve advocate  of  the  Viet  Nam  veterans  in 
Montana  and  the  nation)  that  would  provide 
a  program  that  would  not  only  answer  some 
of  the  needs  of  the  incarcerated  veteran, 
but  would  provide  treatment  that  would 
unite  all  veterans  of  Viet  Nam  with  society, 
and  deliver  to  the  work  force  something 
that  the  veteran  is  already  trained  to  perfor- 
in. 

In  America,  Corporations  presently 
spend  millions  of  dollars  in  order  to  train 
men  and  women  to  operate  as  teams  in 
various  fields  within  industries,  sometimes 
however  this  cost  is  unrewarded  in  that 
people  who  recieve  the  training  do  not  work 
out,  thus  industry  must  suffer  a  large  loss. 
Mr.  Whitneys'  concept  goes  first  to  providing 
interest  testing  and  once  the  ability  is  found 
within  the  veteran  to  work  in  a  given  area 
the  veteran  then  can  be  trained  to  provide 
the  particular  service  to  industry. 

Unlike  programs  that  have  already 
been  funded  through  Federal  and  State  Agenc- 
ies and  operate  as  a  steady  drain  to  the 
taxpayers,  this  concept  would  operate  on 
a  tax  credit  basis  to  the  private  industry, 
who  already  has  a  need  for  the  finished 
product,  being  Team  Players,  if  this  sounds 
simple,  possibley  that  is  due  to  the  fact 
"it  is".  Sometimes  however,  it  is  the  simple 
programs  that  afford  the  most  productive 
results  to  both  taxpayer  and  needy  in  our 
society.  In  this  case  it  is  the  veterans  who 
have     given      themselves      to     the     principles 


of  democracy,  and  the  industries  who  have 
gained  the  most  from  those  principles  coming 
together  in  order  to  solve  a  two  fold  proble- 
m,  that  to  date  has  perplexed  our  countries 
lawmakers  and  has  been  a  steady  drain  upon 
our  economy  to  the  tune  of  millions  of 
dollars  annually. 


"NOT  FORGOTTEN" 

JUST  A  NUMBER? 
OR  AFtRSCNI 

(The  following  is  by  William  Williams,  Preside- 
nt   of    the    M.S.P.    Veterans    Group,    Low-Side. 
Williams      served      from      September      1964      to 
March    1966   as  Boiler  Tender   aboard  the   U.S.S. 
Calvert  APA  32) 

As     a     person     I     am     William     Williams. 
In  this  complex  world  I  am  also  many  number- 
s:   Service   No.   797-42-14;   V.A.   No.  C-22558978; 
Social     Security     No.      570-66-71;     M.S.P.     No. 
A0-15595. 

It  isn't  easy  being  treated  more  as 
just  a  number  than  as  a  human  person.  Can 
you  comprehend  how  differently  each  is  treate- 
d? 

I    was    injured    in    a    fall    aboard    ship    in 

1965,  and   have    been   rated   40%   disabled   since 

1966.  I  have  had  trouble  since  surgery  but 
have  been  unable  to  obtain  effective  treatmen- 
t.  At  first  the  V.A.  doctors  were  under  the 
opinion  that  I  was  too  young  to  have  a  serious 
back  problem  so  treatment  was  avoided. 

I  went  on  street-drugs  as  self  medication, 
but  addiction  took  over  and  my  life  has  been 
spent  going  to  prisons  and  trying  to  get  honest 
and  conscientious  medical  treatment   for  service j 
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JUST  A  NUMBER? 


OR   A   PERSON! 


connected    injuries    and    related   social    disfunct- 
ions. 

The  primary  concern  of  any  and  all 
treatment  I  have  received,  has  been  the  expen- 
se and  convenience  of  the  provider. 

1  have  joined  the  Vet's  group  to  try 
to  promote  awareness  of  the  Viet  Nam  and 
all  veterans  dilemmas  and  needs.  To  do  what 
1  can  to  try  to  secure  some  of  the  rights 
we  were  guaranteed.  And  whatever  self  impro- 
vement 1  may  derive  from  my  involvement 
1  with  the  group,  and  the  theraputic  programs 
!   we  do  have  started. 

We  are  servicemen  suffering  from  the 
!  side-effects  from  our  services  and  experiences, 
while  doing  our  part  in  our  countries  effort 
to  protect  democracy,  human  rights  and  freed- 
om around  the  world.  We  don't  have  the 
guaranteed  benefits  that  we  received  under 
contract  upon  induction  into  the  service. 
(We've  fallen  victim  to  the  numbers  again, 
Dollars  and  Cents.) 

Through  the  Veteran's  Group  working 
together,  we  hope  to  develop  awareness  of 
the  Veterans  plight  and  maybe  generate  conce- 
rn and  possibly  more  assistance  in  obtaining 
the  needs  of  our  veterans,  heros,  used  and 
forgotten. 

And,  to  be  treated  as  a  person  or  persons 
in  need.  A  big  job.  And  it  won't  get  done 
bv  itself. 


m 


Butte  Pre-Release  Center's  (inmate)  Dallas, 
gets  ready  to  swing  at  the  incoming  pitch. 
W.  Normandy  (Prison  inmate)  is  ready 
to  catch  the  ball  behind  the  plate.  (Above 
Photo) 


One  of  the  many  holiday  events  we  have  had 
one  is  the  wheelbarrow  race,  where  a  5  man 
team  would  do  a  relay  race  pushing  a  wheelbarrow 
and  one  of  his  team  mates  in  the  bucket  in  which 
the  man  in  the  bucket  is  carrying  a  can  full 
of  water.  The  object  of  the  race  is  to  get  around 
the  track  the  fastest  and  with  the  most  water 
in  the  can. 
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BY  KEN   GARDEN 

The  highlights  for  the  High-Security 
side  are  as  follows:  The  fast-pitch  season 
ended  with  team  1  defeating  team  2  in  the 
championship  game  to  take  the  victory.  The 
team  members  for  the  Champions  are:  Carpen- 
ter, Boyer,  Murphy,  Shaffer,  Hendricks,  S. 
Clausen,  R.  Enfinger,  Vollin,  Kraft  &  Close. 
The  top  ten  batters  for  fast  pitch  are:  (includ- 
ing their  averages  at  bats).  1.  Jim  Hickey, 
.565  with  a  13-23  record.  2.  Gary  Radi,  .562, 
9-16.  3.  K.  Murphy,  .529,  9-17.  4.  Terry 
Florez,  .500,  8-16.  5.  Johnny  Aho,  .474,  9-19. 
6.  Pete  Lamping,  .470,  8-17.  7.  Ron  White, 
.466,  7-15.  8.  George  Wells,  .454,  10-22. 
9.  Archie  LaVallie,  .444,  8-18.  10.  Duke 
Jungers,  .428,  9-21. 

The  Slow-pitch  champs  are  team  5. 
The  players  are:  Curley,  Gardner,  Sandcrane, 
Wells,  Prettyweasel,  Oppelt,  Beach,  LaVallie, 
Michell,  Denson,  Olson,  Baker  &  Mullner. 
The  top  eleven  batting  averages  are:  (including 
times  at  bats).  1.  Gordy  Hart,  .687,  11-16. 
2.  R.  Enfinger,  .666,  14-21.  3.  Spurlock,  .647, 
11-17.  4.  A.  LaVallie,  .625,  10-16.  5.  Ramberg, 
.615,  16-26.  6.  G.  Wells,  .590,  13-22.  7. 
Shavers,  .576,  15-26  8.  R.  Rahier,  .576,  15-26. 
9.  K.  Lande,  .565,  13-23.  10.  K.  Comeslast, 
.560,  14-25.  11.  K.  Burland,  .560,  14-25.  We 
would  like  to  thank  Pete  Lamping  and  Chris 
Case  in  taking  the  time  to  keep  the  field 
on  the  High-side  looking  great  (Above  right 
photo.,  Center  photo.,  and  Lower  Right  photo. 
Shows  the  use  of  the  field  by  Softball  players.) 
and  in  excellent  shape  and  hopefully  they 
will  have  the  same  dedication  again  next 
year. 

On  the  other  side  the  Low-Security 
had  a  double  season  in  which  there  was  great 
action  from  all  who  played.  Team  number 
one  won  the  first  season  by  eliminating  all 
of  the  others  in  great  competiton.  (The  team 
players  are  named  in  their  team  pictures 
located  on  pages  7  &  8). 

The  second  season  started  out  with 
a  bang  and  in  the  end  it  was  the  'Old  Mens' 
team  that  came  from  behind  to  take  the 
championship.  The  winning  team's  batting 
average  will  follow  their  names.  They  are: 
R.    Sales,    .647,    11-17;    J.    Brodniak,    .500,    9-18; 
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TEAM  1,  (L-R  Standing):  P.  Lenz,  K.  Schafer, 
S.  Mattison,  R.  Parrish,  D.  Rayson.  (L-R  Kneeling): 
R.  Lewis,  R.  Mount,  B.  Scott,  G.  Maxwell.  This 
is  the  team  that  took  first  place  in  the  first 
season.  By  playing  well  consistently  throughout 
the  first  season. 


Team    2; 
R.      Buffi 
fhumm. 

Gone, 
lard    all 


i 


(L-R    Standing):    H.    Carpenter,    W.    Baker, 

ngton,      M.     LeftHandBull,     L.     Lodge,     D. 

(L-R    Kneeling):    M.    Michell,    M.    Dickens, 

T.     Redmond.     This     team     played     extra 

season    only    to    be    thwarted    in    the    end. 
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Team  3:  (L-R  Standing):  B.  Archamba- 
ult,  M.  Howell,  F.  Clinard,  S.  Benfiel- 
d,  R.  Knowles,  B.  Clausen.  (L-R 
Kneeling):  B.  Cleverly,  G.  Thiefault, 
J.  Nelson,  D.  Woodard,  S.  Coverdale. 
This  team  was  a  well  played  team 
and  hard  hitting  &  mainly  played 
in  the  dirt  to  become  another  team 
to  be  beaten  in  the  finals. 


Team  4:  (L-R  Standing):  C.  Hale, 
K.  Barton,  D.  Chandler,  A.  Blythe, 
R.  Parker,  J.  Wares.  (L-R  Kneeling): 
D.  Hopple,  J.  Belcher,  W.  Gorman, 
D.  Nichols.  This  team  played  like 
a  bunch  of  raw  recruits. 


Continued  on  Pa^e  8 


\C"    3 


TiiiiiiiimTiirYYij 


Team     5:     (L-R    Standing):    G.    Hansen, 
R.   Courtney,   K.   Gann,   Frigge,  Schilke, 
Kneeling):    C.    Henry, 
Cutner,      M.      Myers, 
team       started      slow 
in    fine    fashion    only 
the  finals. 


S.    Dubray.    (L-R 
L.      Pevey,      A. 
Mollner.      This 
and    came    back 
to  be  beaten  in 


Team  6:  (L-R  Standing):  L.  Johnson, 
R.  Malloy,  standing  behind  G.  Burnham 
is  C.  Frodsham  (who  is  a  little  camera 
shy),  R.  Lawrence.  (L-R  Kneeling): 
K.  Kirby,  R.  Leavens,  W.  Donges, 
P.  Nordlund.  This  team  played  with 
two  handicapped  players  and  they 
did  pretty  good  considering. 


#  #  #  #  -K-  *  •«•  *  *-  *  *-  ■ 


THE   STAFF   AT  M.S. P. 

We,  at  the  Expr es s -F 1 yer  office, 
have  been  asked  from  time  to  time, 
to  print  a  list  of  the  staff  members 
at  the  prison,  what  their  function 
is,  and  where  they  are  located. 
I.E.  counselors,  top  correctional 
officers,  treatment  personnel,  etc. 
We  are  attempting  to  do  this  in 
each   issue  of   the  Express.   In  the 


SOFTBALL  ROUND  UP 

M.  Robinson,  .625,  10-16;  M.  Michell,  .550, 
11-20;  S.  Gone,  .619,  13-21;  T.  Redmond, 
.833,  15-18;  J.  Latray,  .937,  5-6;  S.  Benfield, 
.473,  9-19;  W.  Baker,  .750,  15-20;  W.  Johnston, 
.692,  9-13;  B.  Clausen,  .750,  9-12.  All  of 
the  other  teams  gave  a  great  showing  as 
well. 

There  was  only  one  hitch  in  the  third 
week  of  the  season,  there  was  a  two  week 
delay  due  to  the  renovation  of  the  ball  field. 
The  Recreation  Department  decided  to  put 
in  a  grass  infield.  We  had  many  inmates 
show  their  concern  for  their  field,  by  going 
out  to  help  and  till  the  ground,  so  that  they 
could  place  the  sod  into  place.  Now  the  field 
looks  great.  The  main  people  for  keeping 
the  grounds  up  were:  B.  Nelson  and  S.  Gone. 
They  also  had  plenty  of  help  from  others 
who  took  their  time  and  helped  maintain 
the  field. 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  of  those  that 
made  it  possible  for  me  to  put  the  above 
stats  into  the  paper.  They  are:  3.  Nelson, 
R.  Bradford,  P.  Mann,  M.  Howell  and  R. 
'Pig  Pen'  Knowles,  for  helping  in  the  officiati- 
ng of  the  games.  Also  those  on  the  High-side 
as  well.  Next  season  we  are  hoping  for  the 
same  kind  of  turn  out  as  we  did  this  year. 
With  congratulations  going  to  those  players 
on  both  the  High  &  Low-sides.  We  hope  that 
the  same  good  sportsmanship  continues  on 
for  all  of  the  sports  and  into  next  year. 

THE    STAFF   AT  M.S. P. 
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BY  STEVE  CCNJEY 

As  of  this  date,  there  are  approxima- 
tely nineteen  hundred  men,  women,  and 
children  on  death  row  through-out  the 
United  States.  Included  in  that  figure 
are  six  men  at  the  IVbntana  State  Prison. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  United 
States  is  the  only  civilized  non  corrmunist 
nation  that  still  employs  the  death  penal- 
ty within  its  legal  system.  Opinions, 
pro  and  con,  appear  to  be  firmly  entrench- 
ed regarding  this  issue.  The  primary 
objection  of  this  article  is  not  to  exami- 
ne these  opinions  but  rather  to  let  the 
men  on  death  row  speak  for  themselves. 

Death  row  at  M.S.P.  is  located  in 
5  block  in  the  new  Maximum  Security  Unit. 
Six  of  the  sixteen  cells  are  occupied 
by  Bernard  Fitzpatrick,  age  45,  Duncan 
MacKensie,  age  40,  Dewey  Coleman,  age 
38,  David  Dawson,  age  29,  Ron  Smith, 
age  29,  and  David  Keith.  (David  Keith 
declined  to  be  interviewed  for  this  artic- 
le.) The  first  to  arrive  on  death  row 
was  Duncan  MacKensie  in  February  1975, 
followed  by  Bernard  Fitzpatrick  in  Novemb- 
er 1975,  Dewey  Coleman  in  November  1975, 
Ron  Smith  in  March  1983,  and  Dave  Dawson 
in  April  1987. 

Since  MacKensie's  arrival  on  death 
row,  two  other  men  not  previously  mention- 
ed were  also  sentenced  to  death.  Robert 
Close  had  his  death  penalty  overturned 
in  1977  and  Gary  Radi  received  a  new 
trial  and  was  acquitted  by  a  jury  in 
1978. 

Basically,  life  in  prison  is  predict- 
able. We  do  our  time  and  get  out.  The 
game  is  played  with  a  different  deck 
of  cards  if  you  are  on  death  row.  But 
it  doesn't  take  long  to  figure  out  the 
routine. 

Every  other  day  from  eight  am  till 
ten  am  is  day-room.  An  officer  in  the 
control  cage  opens  the  electronically 
controlled  cell  doors.  At  this  time  priso- 
ners are  allowed  to  clean  their  cells 
and  shower.  The  rest  of  the  time  can 
be  spent  walking  the  tier,  talking  with 
other  death  row  inmates  or  lifting  weight- 
s.  The  weights  consist  of  14,  one  gallon 
bleach  bottles  filled  with  water  and 
two  broom  handles. 

Four  nights  a  week,  from  six  pm 
till  eight  pm,  the  same  routine  applies. 


The  rest  of  the  time  is  spent  locked 
down  and  waiting.  A  general  consensus 
among  those  on  death  row  concerning  this 
schedule  is  that  more  day-room  time  would 
be  appropriate  since  there  has  never 
been  any  trouble  between  them  and  it 
would  not  require  any  additional  security. 
Tables  and  chairs  for  card  playing,  a 
better  set  of  weights  like  a  Soloplex 
machine,  repair  the  microphones  in  the 
visiting  room  that  do  not  work,  and  a 
better  canteen  selection  are  changes 
from  the  current  situation  all  would 
like  to  see.  According  to  Ron  Smith: 
"There  is  no  reason  why  we  shouldn't 
be  allowed  the  same  canteen  as  population. 
None  of  us  on  death  row  are  here  for 
punishment.  We  are  simply  here  waiting 
to  die  or  have  our  sentences  overturned 
or  reduced  to  a  number  of  years.  If  the 
latter,  then  we  switch  to  the  punishment 
phase  of  the  law. " 

Duncan  MacKensie,  a  former  truck 
driver  and  pilot,  describes  the  relations- 
hip between  death  row  inmates  as  good. 
"Considering  the  stress  and  tension  we 
all  live  with  on  a  day  to  day  basis, 
the  relationship  is  pretty  good.  We  tend 
to  laugh  as  best  we  can  at  our  circumstan- 
ces instead  of  dwelling  on  it."  Benard 
Fitzpatrick  agrees  and  adds,  "We  are 
all  in  the  same  situation  and  have  to 
live  together,  so  we  make  the  best  of 
it  by  getting  along  with  each  other." 

Their  ability  to  get  along  with 
each  other  appears  to  coincide  with  their 
individual  approaches  in  dealing  with 
life  under  the  sentence  of  death.  Fitzpat- 
rick, better  known  as  'Fitz'  is  a  former 
laborer  from  Anaconda,  Montana.  He  reveals 
a  two  prong  approach  when  describing 
the  manner  in  which  he  deals  with  his 
situation.  "I  deal  with  it  in  two  ways; 
First  I  deal  with  it  on  a  day  to  day 
basis  by  following  some  kind  of  routine 
and  by  doing  my  own  time.  Second,  I  deal 
with  it  on  a  long  range  basis  by  keeping 
my  beliefs  that  someday  I  will  be  able 
to  prove  my  innocence  and  be  set  free. 
With  the  support  I  have  from  my  family 
and  good  friends,  both  in  and  out  of 
prison,  I  am  able  to  keep  my  emotions 
under  control  and  that  enables  me  to 
deal  with  anything  that  comes  may  way." 

Dave  Dawson,  a  California  native, 
Continued  on  Page  12 
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Command  Post 
Lt.  Barrie  Malcom 


Command  Post 
Lt.  Erwin  Struble 


Count  Officer 
Carl  Indendi 


Command  Post 
Capt.  Bill  Brown 


Main  Control  Officer 
Mike  Kiehn 


Receptionist 
Shelia  Jones 


Transportation 
Sgt.  Don  Cox 


DOOR  TO  COMMAND  POST 


DOORS  TO  MMN  CONTROL 


MALL 


In  the  majority  of  cases  inmates  going 
to  the  Administration  Building  (Wallace  Bldg.) 
should  report  first  to  the  Command  Post. 
The  Command  Post  itself  is  manned  by  a 
captain  and  a  lieutenant.  This  section  also 
is  the  domicile  for  the  Count  Office,  Transpor- 
tation    Office     and     the     Parole     Board    Room. 


Men  leaving  MSP  on  parole,  discharge  or 
for  an  outside  medical  appointment  must 
report  to  the  command  section.  Inmates  waiti- 
ng to  appear  before  the  parole  board  do 
their  waiting  in  the  transportation  waiting 
room. 
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M.S.P.   INMATE  HOBBY  CRAFTS 


*.  Courtney  is  standing  next  to  his  finished  leather  and  jewelery  products.  (Far  upper  left  corner 
)hoto)  Leather  purse  and  leather  buckles  done  by  P.  Terry.  (Upper  right  photo)  A  finished  jewelery 
)ox  and  wagon  done  by  R.  Sales.  (Center  left  photo)  (L-R  Standing)  R.  Sunnell  and  W.  Koeplin  stand 
behind  their  combined  finished  work  on  a  horse  hair  bridle.  (Center  right  photo)  (L-R  Sitting)  P.  McKe- 
idry  and  C.  Thody  and  i.  McLaury  (standing  far  right)  showing  their  finished  and  unfinished  leather 
:raft.  (Lower  left  photo)  (Standing)  D.  Brown  has  his  finished  belt  over  his  shoulder.  (L-R  Sitting) 
3.  Holmes,  R.   Hines,  R.  Simonton  and  D.   Coburn,  show  their  finished  leather  and  horse  hair  crafts. 
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has  a  similar  but  different  approach. 
"The  way  I  look  at  it  is  that  its  just 
a  state  of  mind.  Don't  let  it  get  you 
down  and  don't  worry  about  it  as  that 
doesn't  do  any  good.  It's  still  always 
on  your  mind  but  you  just  have  to  be 
strong  enough  to  deal  with  it." 

Montana  is  one  the  thirty-eight 
states  that  has  legalized  the  death  penal- 
ty. The  last  person  to  be  executed  in 
IVbntana  was  a  Mr.  Coleman,  who  was  hung 
in  the  1940's.  Current  law  provides  a 
choice  between  hanging  or  lethal  injectio- 
n.  While  it  has  been  approximately  forty 
years  since  an  execution  has  taken  place, 
the  possibility  of  execution  is  at  the 
very  least,  a  reality  that  each  man  on 
death  row  must  face. 

In  December  1982,  Fitzpatrick  came 
within  forty-eight  hours  of  being  executed 
before  a  stay  was  granted.  Dewey  Coleman ,. 
has  ccme  within  ten  days. 

Not  surprisingly,  none  of  those 
interviewed  were  in  favor  of  the  use 
of  the  death  penalty.  However,  their 
reasons  deserve  consideration  and  appear 
to  rise  above  their  imnediate  situation. 

Ron  Smith,  a  Canadian,  does  not 
believe  the  death  penalty  acts  as  a  dette- 
rrent.  According  to  Smith:  "I  don't  belie- 
ve in  the  death  penalty  in  most  cases. 
They  claim  it's  a  detterrent  which  is 
proven  false  simply  by  the  number  of 
people  on  death  row  in  the  States  and 
by  the  number  of  murders  that  are  conmitt- 
ed  each  year."  He  further  adds:  "While 
murder  is  considered  the  most  serious 
of  crimes,  the  victim  in  most  cases  isn't 
made  to  suffer.  The  same  can't  be  said 
for  rape  victims  or  victims  of  child 
molesting.  Yet  death  sentences  aren't 
imposed  for  either  of  these  crimes." 

Fitzpatrick  holds  no  punches:  "My 
personal  feeling  on  the  death  penalty 
has  always  been  that  it's  murder  corrmitted 
by  the  good  people  of  this  State  but 
put  under  another  label  to  try  and  justify 
it." 

Death  rows  newest  resident,  Dave 
Dawson  confesses  that  his  opinion  has 
changed:  "I  have  always  been  basically 
against  the  death  penalty,  but  yet  that 
in  some  cases  it  was  appropriate.  Now 
because  of  states  like  Montana  who  circun- 
vent  the  laws  just  about  any  way  they 
choose... I  am  totally  against  the  death 


penalty. " 

In  order  for  any  state  to  use  the 
death  penalty  as  part  of  its  legal  arsena- 
1,  it  just  has  to  be  legislated  into 
law.  In  most  cases,  when  the  nature  of 
anything  becomes  political,  objectivity 
becomes  highly  suspect.  However,  the 
real  issue  here  is  not  objectivity  in 
the  legislature  but  whether  or  not  politi- 
cs are  kept  out  of  the  court  room  and 
appeal  process  where  fairness  and  imparti- 
ality are  constitutionally  guaranteed. 

In  any  democracy,  public  opinion 
and  politics  will  be  sleeping  together. 
A  canmittee  member  at  the  Iran,  Contra 
hearings  said  in  part:  "We  need  to  protect 
our  constitution  from  its  friends  as  ! 
well  as  its  enemies."  Clearly,  an  issue 
as  grave  as  the  death  penalty  should 
never  be  allowed  to  be  manipulated  by 
public  opinion.  But  according  to  death 
row  inmate  MacKensie:  "Politics  control 
the  death  penalty  because  the  cases  that 
receive  the  death  sentence  have  been 
so  blown  out  of  proportion  by  the  press 
and  law  enforcement  canmunity  that  once 
a  sentence  of  death  is  handed  down,  every- 
one is  afraid  to  admit  they  could  have 
made  a  mistake." 

Smith  also  believes  in  the  political 
connection  and  feels  that  elected  judges 
and  public  opinion  have  pol itical ized 
the  death  sentence.  "When  public  opinion 
is  against  you,  than  I  believe  that  the 
likelihood  of  the  judges  decision  being 
swayed  is  greatly  increased,  making  it 
less  lawful  and  more  vigilantic." 

The  effects  of  political  pressure 
at  the  highest  level  in  our  state  judicial 
system  are  pointed  out  by  Fitzpatrick: 
"Look  at  what  happened  when  former  Supreme 
Court  justice  Daniel  Shea  spoke  out  again- 
,st  the  death  penalty.  A  lot  of  politicians 
and  judges  went  after  his  job." 

The  relationship  between  the  death 
penalty  and  racism  is  also  questionable. 
Statistics  indicate  that  a  black  is  more 
likely  to  receive  the  death  sentence 
than  any  other  race  of  people.  Racism 
in  the  courts  has  been  an  issue  of  debate 
for  years  and  recently  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  agreed  that  blacks  were 
more  likely  to  receive  the  death  sentence. 
Dewey  Coleman,  a  black  man,  had  the  follo- 
wing observation:  "It's  always  been  that 
way  in  the  United  States  since  blacks 
first  came  in  chains.  But  not  only  blacks, 
poor  people  of  all  races  suffer  because 

Continued  on  Page  13 
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like  many  Americans  don't  think  these 
people  matter.  If  they  are  on  welfare 
they  are  dead.  3ut  these  same  people 
were  in  the  front  lines  of  every  war 
fought  for  freedom  by  the  U.S.A.,  and 
after  the  war,  they  were  put  back  in 
their  places." 

When  it  canes  to  the  death  penalty, 
there  can  be  no  honest  mistakes.  But 
with  all  its  checks  and  balances,  our 
legal  system  is  by  no  means  perfect. 
\\fe  are  all  aware  that  the  guilty  sometimes 
go  free.  But  with  alarming  increase, 
we  are  hearing  of  innocent  people  who 
have  been  convicted  and  imprisoned.  Accor- 
ding to  a  recent  20/20  television  news 
magazine  broadcast,  the  same  type  of 
problems  occur  with  the  death  penalty. 

Just  as  those  who  think  war  is  glamo- 
rous or  fun  have  probably  never  been 
to  war,  many  of  those  who  advocate  the 
use  of  the  death  penalty  have  probably 
never  witnessed  a  killing. 

At  this  time,  all  of  M.S.P.S  death 
row  prisoners  have  had  their  latest  execu- 
tion dates  set  aside  pending  the  outcome 
of  their  appeal (s).  All  hope  for  the 
best  but  the  future  in  never  certain. 
The  uncertainty  of  that  future  can  be 
heard  when  Fitzpatrick  speaks  about  his: 
"I  think  I  will  get  one  more  stay  while 
the  9th  Circuit  looks  at  my  appeal." 


:EMEMBER  THE  GREEN?  WASN'T  TOO  LONG  AGO 
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HAPPY 

It  MM  II  It  It 

BY  KEVIN  MURPHY 

Everyone  is  aware  this  year  has  been 
one  of  celebration  for  the  bicentenial  of 
the  U.S.  Constitution.  The  document  that 
the  laws  of  this  country  evolve  is  the  great- 
est piece  of  litature  ever  produced. 

Some  people  might  say  the  Constitution 
is  only  a  piece  of  paper  and  the  values 
and  principles  in  which  it  stands  for  are 
illusionary.  That  might  be  true,  but  that 
is  not  the  fault  of  this  great  document 
or  the  men  who  wrote  it.  Arbitrariness 
comes  from  the  various  people  who's  job 
it  is  to  interpret  it  and  put  its  princeples 
into  practice. 

In  the  year  of  this  great  documents 
200th  birthday  the  Bill  of  Rights  is  going 
through  a  state  of  erosion.  The  conservative 
idealism  which  is  now  in  the  middle  of 
a  trend  has  always  maintained  the  objective 
to  strengthen  government  and  restrict  the 
rights  of  the  individual.  It  is  important 
to  remember  that  the  Constitution  has 
endured  such  trends  in  the  past  and  has 
survived.  That  is  a  big  reason  why  the 
document  is  so  unique.  It  has  lasted  dispite 
the  pressures  of  religion,  war,  and  politics 
to  change  it. 

The  trends  of  liberalism  and  conservati- 
sm are  only  social  climate  the  country 
goes  through.  Most  people  in  our  country 
are  not  affected  much  by  these  trends 
unless  they  fall  victim  by  being  a  member 
of  a  specific  group.  Criminals  probably 
are  the  predominant  class  of  people  effected 
by  social  climate  because  the  "Bill  of  Right- 
s'' is  the  basic  protection  of  a  criminal 
defendant. 

Being  a  convicted  criminal  sitting 
in  prison  I  am  alarmed  when  I  watch  T.V. 
and  see  a  man  like  Robert  Bork  being 
nominated  for  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 
This  is  a  judge  who  advocates  sterlization 
of  criminals,  and  limiting  the  rights  of 
women  and  minorities.  He  has  flatley  stated 
he  see's  no  right  of  privacy  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. With  Bork  appointed  the  legacy  of 
Ronald  Reagan  will  live  on  for  many  years 
and  into  the  next  century.  Constitutional 

protections   derived    from    the    Bill   of   Rights 
will     undergo     drastic     changes.     I     predict 
Continued  on  Page   14 
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By  Dan  Blume 


^^™®M     C^LDM 


Congratulations  to  the   following  people: 

On  October  4th,  from  12:30pm  to  4:00p- 
m,  the  Recreation  Department  held  a  marathon 
run  in  the  High-Side  recreation  yard  for  all 
High-Side  inmates  who  wished  to  compete. 
It  was  set  for  3  1/2  hours  or  26  miles,  which 
ever  came  first.  The  marathon  actually  lasted 
for  3  hours  and  20  minutes  and  at  the  end 
of  this,  there  were  4  runners  left  with  a 
5th  having  been  called  to  a  visit. 

We  had  14  official  runners  and  one 
unofficial  runner.  The  first  to  change  his 
mind  was  Ojala  at  the  end  of  1  lap,  one 
third  mile,  the  second  person  to  change  his 
mind  was  Garcia  at  the  end  of  2  laps,  two 
thirds  of  a  mile.  After  running  2  and  one 
third  miles, Nava  decided  not  to  go  any  further 
with  Burland  making  the  same  decision  one 
lap  further  at  the  2  and  two  thirds  miles 
mark.  The  rest  of  the  runners  decided  to 
go  over  10  miles  with  Shea  being  the  first 
to  call  it  a  day  at  the  end  of  1 1  and  two 
thirds  miles.  The  leader  of  the  pack  was 
Jefferson  and  then  he  called  it  a  day  at 
the  end  of  12  and  one  third  miles  with  Danials 
retiring  at  the  end  of  14  and  one  third  miles. 
The  other  leader  of  the  pack,  Carpenter, 
decided  to  call  it  a  day  at  the  end  of  15 
miles  which  put  Beach  and  Cavanaugh  in 
the  lead.  The  cramps  were  starting  to  hooky-b- 
ob on  the  runners  so  Beach  decided  to  take 
a  break  and  walk  a  little  until  he  saw  that 
Cavanaugh  might  be  running  out  of  gas  so 
he  went  on  running  with  Cavanaugh  until 
he,  Beach,  was  called  to  a  visit  with  a  half 
hour  remaining.  Beach  ended  up  running  17 
and  one  third  miles.  The  rest  of  the  runners 
decided  to  take  a  walking  break,  with  the 
exception  of  Cavanaugh  who  did  not  stop 
running  and  take  a  break  till  the  end  of 
21  miles.  He  walked  2  laps  and  then  was 
joined  by  a  by-stander  named  Enfinger  who 
joined  in  running  with  Cavanaugh  just  to 
keep  him  running  in  hopes  that  he  would 
make  the  full  26  miles,  but,  for  the  first 
time  in  prison  history,  time  actually  ran 
out. 

The  remaining  four  runners  finished 
as  follows:  Madplume  finished  4th  when  he 
ran  out  of  gas  with  a  half  a  lap  to  go  for 
19  miles,  he  finished  it  after  time  was  out 
but  we  credit  him  with  19  miles.  Comeslast 
was  3rd  with  19  miles  when  time  ran  out. 
In  2nd  place  was  Manyhides  with  20  miles. 


First  place  was  Cavanaugh  with  a  gallant 
effort  that  was  that  was  brought  up  short 
at  23  and  one  third  miles.  I  know  that  he 
could  have  run  the  remaining  2  and  two  thirds 
miles  if  time  would  have  allowed. 

1  have  to  give  all  the  runners  a  lot 
of  credit  for  their  efforts  and  to  the  one 
unofficial  runner,  Ron  Enfinger,  for  his  unselfi- 
sh effort  in  helping  a  fellow  human  being 
and  inmate,  Cavanaugh,  to  be  the  best  that 
he  could  be.  The  runners  showed  alot  of 
heart  and  courage. 


HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 

that  the  prison  population  of  the  country 
will  continue  to  increase  until  one  in  every 
ten  people  will  either  be  in  jail,  prison, 
or  on  some  type  of  government  supervision. 
In  the  year  2000  the  'Land  of  Liberty' 
will  be  a  land  of  oppression  where  the 
poor,  the  underpriviledged,  and  uneducated 
will  fall  prey  to  the  self  rightousness,  and 
arrogance  of  conservative  ideologues.  A 
land  where  freedom  will  be  sacrificed  becau- 
se the  majority  will  be  manipulated  into 
concluding  it  is  for  their  own  good.  Time 
will  eventually  change  their  course  and 
the  basic  fundamentals  of  the  Constitution 
will  defeat  manipulation.  The  only  problem 
with  that  is  that  life  is  too  short  to  sacrifi- 
ce our  Constitutional  rights  for  even  a 
little  while. 


M.S.P.  CHAPLAIN 

Rev.  William  Woh- 
lers,  a  Protestant  Mini- 
ster, is  the  chaplain  at 

a  Montana  State  Prison. 

88  Besides  conduction  Prot-  ij 
estant  services  for  the 
high  and  low  security 
sections,  Wholers  has 
arranged  for  different 
church  groups  to  conduct 
religious  seminars  and  haj! 
brought  in  outside  musicc 
groups  to  participate  in 
the  scheduled  services. 
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The  following  letters  from  Randy  Clark, 
Close  II  and  the  Warden  originally  appeared 
ill  the  Siberian  Flyer  but  since  they  concern 
persons  on  the  outside  we  are  reprinting 
in  the  Express) 


For     some     time     now 
"arbitrary      and      capricious" 
prison     administration,     via 
stamp    our    outgoing    letters 


it     has     been     the 

practice      of      the 

the     mailroom,     to 

with    a    red    stamp 


that  indicates  that  the  letter  was  sent  from 
Montana  State  Prison.  This  "arbitrary  and 
capricious"  practice  was  instituted  in  a  clande- 
stine manner  by  the  prison  administration 
without  notifying  the  general  population  or 
the  people  on  the  receiving  end  of  those 
"scarlet"  letters! 

Last  May  (I  was  unaware  that  you  had 
told  the  mailroom  to  stamp  our  outgoing 
mail!)  I  sent  a  letter  and  a  picture  that  was 
made  in  the  visiting  room  to  a  lady  (Carol 
Shoan)  in  Missoula.  The  picture  was  of  me 
and  Carol's  sister  Karen  Linderman  of  Ronan, 
Montana.  Carol  is  divorced  and  was  dating 
a  retired  Missoula  police  officer.  His  name 
is  Floyd.  Floyd  always  goes  to  Carol's  house 
and  mows  the  lawn  and  does  odds-and-ends 
for  her.  One  day  he  picked  up  her  mail  and 
it  just  happened  to  be  the  day  I  sent  her 
the  picture  of  me  and  Karen!  Floyd,  being 
the     ex-policeman     he     is,     saw     the     Montana 

e  and  "nutte- 
he  unloaded 
ton  her  and  a  big  fight  ensued.  All  because 
you  had   my  outgoing  mail  stamped. 

In  June  of  this  year  an  inmate's  wife 
purchased  a  new  home  in  a  new  suburb.  All 
tthe  houses  were  new  -  the  grass  hadn't  even 
jbeen  planted!  Everyone  was  having  house 
|warming  parties  to  get  acquainted  and  to 
Imeet  their  new  neighbors.  This  particular 
inmate's  wife  told  her  new  neighbors  that 
her  husband  was  working  out  of  the  country 
(they  have  two  small  children!).  Since  the 
^houses  were  so  new,  some  of  them  didn't 
[even  have  their  house  numbers  up.  Unfortunat- 
ely the  mailman  delivered  a  letter  to  the 
j wrong  house  and  on  the  back  of  that  envelope 
was     the     "scarlet     stamp"     that     you     ordered 


,State  Prison  stamp  on  the  envelope 
«d-out"!     When     Carol     got     home 


the  mailroom  to  use!  The  inmate's  wife  was 
exposed  (thanks  to  you)  and  now  she  is  stuck 
in  a  new  suburb  with  a  new  home  where 
she    is    not    accepted    by    her    community    and 


where    her    two    small    children    are    constantly 
harrassed  and  teased. 

Let  me  remind  you  that  when  you  stamp 
those  outgoing  letters  with  that  red  ink  that 
says  Montana  State  Prison,  you  aren't  violating 
our  rights  to  privacy,  but  you  sure  are  violati- 
ng the  rights  of  the  people  in  a  free  society! 
They  have  done  nothing  wrong  and  do  not 
deserve  to  be  "identified"  by  your  red  stamp! 

I  have  just  given  you  a  couple  of  instanc- 
es where  your  red  stamp  has  violated  the 
rights  of  privacy  of  people  in  a  free  society. 
Why  would  you  want  to  place  people  in  society 
in  a  position  where  they  are  identified  as 
having  friends,  family  or  loved  ones  in  prison? 
Who  does  that  benefit?  And  who  gave  you 
the  authority  to  take  it  upon  yourself  to 
identify  those  people  in  a  free  society  who 
have  done  nothing  wrong?  How  can  you  justify 
the  hurt  and  embarassment  of  those  two 
little  kids?  And  how  can  you  justify  the  pain 
and  suffering  of  that  inmate's  wife  who  is 
now  locked  into  a  living  situation  where  she 
is  harassed  and  not  accepted  by  her  communit- 
y?  What  if  Floyd  had  been  slightly  right 
of  center,  mentally  and  had  shot  and  killed 
Carol  over  my  letter?  He  did  get  violent! 
He  assumed  she  had  something  going  with 
a  prison  inmate  -  and  you  know  how  cops 
feel  about  inmates! 

Are  you  familiar  with  the  "least  restricti- 
ve measures"  guideline  set  down  by  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  that  prison  are  to 
exercise  the  minimum  amount  of  restraint 
on  prisoner's  outgoing  mail?  We  know  you 
have  a  right  to  poen  our  outgoing  mail,  but 
the  law  does  not  give  you  the  authority  to 
use  a  red  stamp  to  identify  our  friend,  family 
and  loved  ones! 

You  must  realize  that  a  lot  of  us  are 
from  small  and  rural  communities  in  this 
state.  If  I  send  a  letter  to  someone  in  a 
small  town  and  that  letter  has  your  stamp 
on  it  in  big  red  letters,  I  assure  you  that 
the  local  postmaster  will  see  it,  read  it, 
and  no  doubt  tell  people  that  so-and-so  knows 
someone  in  prison  and  is  writing  to  him! 
They  do  things  like  that  in  the  Soviet  Union 
you  know. 

Our    friends,    family    and    loved    ones    have 
done    nothing    to    lose    their    rights    to    privacy. 
You    have    no    authority    to    seek    those    people 
Continued  on  Page   16 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

out  and  identify  them  for  negative  reasons. 
If  someone  does  not  want  to  recieve  a  letter 
from  an  inmate  at  MSP  then  they  have  every 
right  to  return  it  or  notify  your  mailroom. 
And,  if  an  inmate  misrepresents  himself  in 
a  letter  for  whatever  reason,  and  breaks 
the  law,  then  we  have  a  competent  tribuanl 
throughout  this  state  that  will  prosecute 
him  to  the  fullest  extent  of  the  law!  Now 
-  will  you  notify  the  mailroom  to  STOP  stamp- 
ing our  out-going  letters?  Sincerely  (Wm. 
Randy  Clark) 

Answer  from  Warden  Henry  Risley:  I  received 
your  October  5th  letter  concerning  outgoing 
mail.  I  also  received  a  copy  of  that  letter 
you  forwarded  to  the  Siberian  Express.  I 
will  copy  them   in  my  response. 

I  appreciate  the  several  examples  you 
cite  whereby  family  members  of  friends  of 
inmates  find  it  embarrassing  that  they  have 
a  family  member  or  friend  in  prison.  Unfortun- 
ately, it  is  an  uncomfortable  incocvenience 
going  to  prison.  The  placement  in  prison 
of  that  individual  is  published  in  the  newpaper 
in  most  communities.  The  immediate  friends 
and  immediate  family  of  that  person  already 
know  he's  in  prison,  therefore,  putting  the 
Montana  State  Prison  stamp  on  the  outgoing 
mail  is  not  telling  them  anything  they're 
not  already  aware  of. 

Unfortuantely,  a  number  of  prison  inmat- 
es initiate  correspondence  with  unsuspecting 
private  citizens  in  the  community.  That  unsus- 
pecting private  citizen  does  not  know  that 
the  inmate  is  in  prison.  We  are  protecting 
those  people  by  indicating  that  the  mail  comes 
from  Montana  State  Prison.  Since  the  inmate 
will  not  do  that  and  in  many  cases  attempts 
to  take  advantage  of  the  person  in  one  way 
or  another,  we  feel  we  are  providing  a  service 
to  the  citizens  of  the  community  by  alerting 
them  to  the  fact  that  the  writer  of  the  letter 
is  in  prison. 

I  trust  this  information  adequately  answers 
your  questions. 

Curve  Or  Straight-away? 

Little  Jerry  was  bragging  about  how 
fast  his  father's  car  could  go:  "125 
miles  per  hour,  and  dad  has  it  in  writing 
from  the  highway  patrol."  he  added. 

— Paul  Short 

Diagnosis 

The  mechanic  examined  the  old  car 
carefully  and  rendered  his  verdict: 
"Keep  the  oil  and  change  the  car." 

Gene  Whitman 


NEW  CATHOLIC  CHAPLAIN 

The  August  issue  of  the  Stateville  Correc- 
tional Center  prison  paper  (Joliet,Ill.)  carried 
a  story  with  the  headline  "Montana  Bound". 
It  concerned  Father  Henry  Cabaong  who  was 
completing  his  intern  training  as  a  prison 
priest  at  Stateville  before  moving  to  Deer 
Lodge  and  replacing  Father  Lynam  at  M.S.P. 

Father   Henry  Cabaong,   has  been  a  Roman 
Catholic     priest     for     27     years.     He    began    his  I 
seminary    training    at    the    Old    School    Seminary' 
in   the   Philippine   Islands   when   he   was    13  years 
of    age.    He    mentioned    that    the   seminary    very 
strongly     resembled     a     prison     or     a     fortress, 
alluding      to     the     Spanish     style     architecture,1! 
and  was   rather   imposing   to  a  young  seminarian. 
He    came    to    the    U.S.    7    years    ago    and    has 
been  ministering  in  parishes  in  Montana. 

Father  Cabaong  stated,  "I  know  now 
the  meaning  of  freedom  of  movement  after 
passing  through  at  least  five  barred  gates 
that  were  locked  behind  me  as  I  entered 
here  and  I  will  certainly  have  to  reevaluate 
my  thinking  about  freedom.  "I  believe  my 
ministry  should  be  one  of  presence."  "My 
presence  shows  the  inmates  and  later,  patients 
as  well,  that  the  Church  and  ultimately  God 
cares  about  them."  "Inmates  are  still  children 
of  God  and  members  of  society  -  prisoners 
and  patients  are  people,  they  are  just  in  a 
different  situation  in  life."  "The  ministry! 
of  a  priest  or  chaplain  is  the  same  as  the; 
ministry  of  Jesus."  "From  the  Gospel  we  know 
of  His  love  and  care  for  the  sick,  the  poor; 
and  underprivileged."  "The  ministry  of  a  chapla-| 
in  can  not  be  isolated  from  the  other  human 
services  in  the  institution."  "The  chaplain; 
should  consider  himself  as  a  member  of  the; 
team  in  meeting  the  various  needs  of  prisoners1 
and  the  mentally  ill;  all  directed  toward  the 
ultimate  goal  of  healing."  "This  is  truly  a 
learning  experience  for  me  and  I  know  I  will 
find  satisfaction,  happiness  and  fulfillment! 
in  this  ministrv." 


October  19,  1987 


Mr.  Ted  Schwinden 

Governor  of  The  State  of  Montana 

Office  of  the  Governor 

Helena,  Montana   59620 

Dear  Governor  Schwinden: 

I  am  writing  in  behalf  of  the  inmates  here  in  the  prison  in 
regard  to  your  implementing  an  advisory  panel  to  address  the  ex- 
pansion problem  of  the  prison. 

The  purpose  of  this  communication  is  to  relate  our  perspective 
and  insight  into  a  problem  which  effects  us  directly. 

Our  initial  concern  involves  the  fact  that  several  members  you 
have  chosen  to  come  up  with  solutions  to  the  over  population  prob- 
lem are  the  most  responsible  for  the  problem.   We  speak  specific- 
ally about  one  particular  individual.   That  being  Henry  Burgess, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Pardons  and  Parole.   Since  parole  is 
the  main  avenue  of  release  from  prison,  the  board  is  the  respon- 
sible party  for  the  extreme  increase  in  the  length  of  stay  which 
is  increasing  every  year.   Statitics  confirm  that  parole  is  being 
denied  at  a  higher  rate  than  ever  before.   Mr.  Burgess  justifies 
his  stiff  policy  with  the  stale  rhetoric  that  the  public  wants  to 
see  people  locked  up  longer.   This  over-used  conservative  excuse 
could  easily  be  put  to  a  test.   Just  put  an  initiative  on  the  next 
ballot  which  would  give  the  tax  payers  a  choice  of  either  spending 
funds  on  the  University  system  and  education  programs,  or  they  can 
vote  on  an  alternative  to  use  these  millions  in  funds  to  pay  for 
the  expansion  of  the  state  prison. 


Mr.  Burgess  may  have  an  important  moral  obligation  to  the 
citizens  of  the  State  of  Montana,  but  he  also  has  a  legal  obliga- 
tion toward  us  prisoners.   Recently  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has 
ruled  that  Montana's  parole  statutes  create  an  expectancy  of  re- 
lease unless  statutory  reasons  exist.   In  fighting  this  case  all 
the  way  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  with  little  hope  for  success  in 
overturning  the  9th  Circuits  ruling,  Mr.  Burgess  has  again  ex- 
pressed his  defiance  of  any  attempt  to  limit  his  awesome  discretion 
His  practices  of  circumvention  of  the  law  with  illegal  initiation 
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of  his  own  policies  are  well  documented.   Recently  over  60  inmates 
had  goodtime  reinstated  because  the  parole  board  acted  unilaterally 
and  without  authority  to  forfeit  that  goodtime.   The  parole  boards 
deliberation,  revocation,  and  extradition  processes  are  also  be- 
coming more  strict  and  arbitrary  with  each  passing  year.   Also,  Mr. 
Burgess  has  engaged  in  lobbying  efforts  to  amend  the  judicial  de- 
cisions that  work  contrary  to  his  idealogical  perogative.   The 
Segna  v.  Crist  case  was  vitiated  through  the  legislative  amendment 
process  and  stopped  inmates  from  recieving  goodtime  while  on  parole. 

The  120  day  law,  which  was  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  helping 
to  alleviate  the  over  crowding- problem,  is  not  used  by  the  parole 
board.   This  again  indicates  that  the  board  ignores  any  provisions 
that  restrict  its  discretion.   Mr.  Burgess  has  been  the  chairman 
for  over  10  years.   If  the  process  of  release  on  parole  is  to  re- 
main the  major  method  of  reducing  the  population  you  must  decide 
whether  the  parole  boards  current  leadership  is  adequate  for  this 
purpose  or  if  it  should  be  restructured. 

I  note  that  several  members  of  your  council  have  objected 
vigorously  to  the  proposal  of  a  fixed  sentencing  system.   It  sure 
wouldn't  hurt  to  look  at  this  type  of  system.   The  State  of  Wash- 
ington recently  enacted  a  fixed  system  and  it  sure  seems  to  be 
working  to  relieve  their  over-crowding  problem.   A  careful  study 
of  the  experimental  phase  of  their  system  should  be  done. 

We  would  rank  the  main  causes  of  the  over-population  problem 
as  being  attributed  to  (1)  the  parole  board,  (2)  the  legislature, 
(3)  the  courts,  (4)  various  other  causes. 

Legislative  members  of  the  council,  such  as  Fred  Van  Valken- 
berg,  who  speak  of  alternatives  are  seen  by  us  as  problems  who 
transend  hypocritical  overtones  in  what  they  say  and  what  they  do. 
Mr.  Van  Valkengerg's  sponsering  of  bills  357  and  392  were  arrogant 
uses  of  legislative  power  to  benifit  the  prosecutors  in  dealing 
with  burglary  and  extradition  situations.   These  actions  were  not 
controversial  because  they  were  initiated  against  crime.   They  were 
acts  of  legislative  power  that  point  to  where  Mr.  Van  Valkenberg's 
interests  lie.   Section  2-2-112  M.C.A  and  Article  XIII,  section  4, 
of  the  Montana  Constitution  prohibit  the  conflict  of  interest  that 
would  involve  dual  representation  of  a  legislative  office  holder 
carrying  out  the  duty  of  the  Executive  branch  as  a  prosecutor. 

The  legislature  will  be  faced  with  the  ultimatum  of  either 
discontiuing  the  trend  of  passing  more  anti-crime  legislation,  or 
to  continue  to  fund  expansion  which  will  leave  other  needs  short 
of  funding.   It  is  not  at  all  politically  detrimental  to  sponser 
crime  legislation.   With  all  the  recent  new  legislation  increasing 
the  sentences  of  violators  of  the  law,  we  think  anymore  is  overkill 
and  the  financial  integrity  of  the  state  needs  the  attention. 

The  courts  in  the  state  seem  to  have  more  mentality  when  it 
comes  to  sentencing.   Things  cost  more  so  as  prices  and  other 
things  go  up  so  do  sentences.   Being  the  NATO  nation  with  the  long- 
est prison  terms  it  would  seem  that  this  trend  would  reverse  itself. 
Disparity  in  sentencing  will  always  be  a  problem.   This  aspect  of 
the  system  is  probably  the  most  harmful  to  the  concept  of  rehabil- 
itation which  our  state  incorporates.   We  are  not  naive  to  monetary 
influence  involved  in  how  adudication  will  treat  us.   The  Sentence 
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Review  Board  can  do  much  to  correct  disparity.   That  can  work  only 
if  the  reviewing  judges  will  ignore  the  risk  of  not  being  seen  by 
the  public  as  too  lenient.   Objective  examination  of  many  sentences 
will  indicate  inconsistancy .   It  must  be  corrected. 

The  tax  payers  of  the  state  can  be  saving  14  thousand  dollars 
a  year  by  letting  one  inmate  out.   If  200  were  released  through 
various  alternatives,  the  amount  saved  would  be  280  thousand  dollars 
Releasing  200  people  would  also  bring  the  population  down  to  the 
prisons  capacity  of  770.   I  could  go  on  to  give  you  examples  of 
many,  many  inmates  that  should  be  out. 

In  assessing  the  expansion  problem  in  the  1989  session,  the 
law  makers  should  have  the  bottom  line  emphasized  to  them.  That 
they  can  save  money  to  spend  on  education  and  other  programs,  or 
they  can  go  on  justifying  anti-crime  measures  by  pointing  to  public 
opinion.  The  temperment  of  public  opinion  changes  when  monetary 
consideration  is  at  stake.  As  you  have  said,  we  can  not  build  our- 
selves out  of  the  over-crowding  problem. 

We  close  in  hoping  that  in  the  last  year  of  your  tenure  in 
office  you  can  do  some  things  to  ease  our  over-crowding  problem. 
We  now  are  going  without  basic  necessities  we  once  took  for  granted 
because  funding  for  the  prison  continues  to  decrease  with  each  rise 
in  the  population.   Thank  you  for  going  over  this  correspondance . 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Kevin  Murphy 


Kev: 

700  Conley  Lake  Rd . 

Deer  Lodge,  Mt .   59722 


We  the  following  members  of  the  Wardens  Forum  acknowledge  the  fore- 
going letter  and  we  as  representatives  of  the  inmates  concur  that 
the  correspondance  sets  forth  our  position  on  the  issues  discussed 
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